


FOURTH REPORT 
From the Select Committee on llie Roads from 
Holyhead to London, &c. 

Orilfred, hy Tliu House of Commons, to be Printed, 3 July 1817. 



The select COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
State of the Roads from Hoh/kaid to London ; into the Regulatioiis 
for the conveyance of Mis Majesty’s Mail between London and 
Lublin, and from thence to the interior of Ireland ; and also, into 
tlie Laws and Regulations relating to the conveyance of Passengers, 
Goods and Merchandize, between Dublin and Holyhead ; and 
who were empowered to report their Oliscrvations, together with 
the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them, from time to 

time to The House: Ha ve^ pursuant to the Order of The House, 

further examined the Matters to them referred, and have agreed upon 
the following Report. 



REPORT. 

OUR Committee being called upon, by tlie Order of the House, to 
inquire into the conveyance of the Correspondence between London 
and Lublm ; and various rumours having been circulated, of some unfore- 
seen circLunstances relating to the new Plarbour of Hon'fh, having rendered 
it unfit for a Packet Station, they have deemed it their duty to examine 
into the nature of them, and into ihe degree of credit which properly 
bedongs to them. 

This Harbour was the sub ject of a Report of a Select Committee, in the 
year 1810; by which it appears, that the fullest investigation was gone into, 

as to the necessity or expediency that then existed for incurring so Rep. 1810. 
“ gi’eat an expenditure as that which was required for constructing this 
“ Harbour." 

The Papers, of which the Appendix to this Report consists, contain 
a full Statement of all the objections which have been recently made to this 
Harbour, and of the Answers to these objections. 

It appears to Your Committee, from Mr. Rcunies Letter of the 30th Appfiidix, 
December I8I6, that he did not accede to the application that was made 
to him in the year 1807, to undertake the construction of this Harbour, 

“ until correct surveys and soundings of the place had been made, and 
“ until skilful nautical persons had previously examined it, and given their 
“ opinion liow far it was likely to become an eligible place for the pur- 
“ poses intended." 

It further appears, that the unfavourable circumstances relating to this Rep. i8io. 
Harbour, were set forth in Mr. Rennie’s First Report upon it ; and it also 
appears, that the most complete success has attended the establishing of 
the Piers which form the Harbour, notwithstanding the depth of water in 
which they have been built, and the heavy seas to which they have been 
exposed. 
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30 FOURTH ilEPOR'r FROM SELECT CORfMTFTEE OM 

The Ohjection!? to thi.s TIaiUoiir, as a Racket station, are mimitelv detailed 
in the Letter ot’Ca[)lain Goddard, of the Holyhead Packet Senice, <iated 
the 10th oFJiily iSl.o; and in the Letter.s of Mr. Thomas, of His Majesty’s 
brig Investigator, of the 29th of October, 28th of November, and Bth of 
December isi6. 

The Answci's to those Objections are contained in Sir Charle.s Coote's 
’’ Reports, ol' the 29lh July, ami of llie 28lb of August 18 1.5 ; in Captain 
I Inddart's Repoj-t, of the otli Octol)cr 1815 ; in Mr. Aird’s Letter.s, of the 
11th November, 14th and 1.9th of December 18.U>; and in Mr. Ronnie’s 
Report, of the 30th December 1816’. 

Yniir Committee arc of opinion, afkn- having carefully and impartially 
considered all the. circiim.stances mentioneil in tbe.se document.s, that the 
objections which have been urged aguiii.st this llai’hom-, Uatl been foreseen 
and fully attended to, before the constructing of it was undertaken ; 
that the evi<lence of Mr. Rennie satisllicloi-ily shoM's, tliat. a siilHcient 
space williiii the Harbour will h(; prepared in the course of the next Spring, 
in whicJi (he Packets may lie perfectly safe: and that the Report of 
Captain fliiddart, of the 5th Octol)cr 1815, and his evidence given to 
the Committee of 1810, proven that the apprehension, s of Captain Goddard, 
of tJie dilliculty of navigating llie (Jiaimcls by which thi.s Harbour is 
approached, are not m'cII Ibimded. 

The cnrreciness of the original Soinidiiig.s of the Harboui-, lirsi; nuuk* hy 
Captain Taylor, .seem to he fully su|)port(;(l by the several ,siibs(Hjiienl 
surveys which have been made by Mr. Larkin, s, Captain Hiuldart, Sir 
Charles Cuote, Mr. Aird, and Mr. Ktamie; and the ditference Ix^twceu 
them ami (hose, .slated by Captain Goddard and Mr. Thomas, si’cin.s to be 
accounted (-or by llie dillei'eiit .state of llie tide at \Uiich tlie.so two .sets 
ol Smmdings wei-e lahen. The lirst Soundings were (ah (in at the average 
of low water of ordinary .s[)ring tide.s, ami' tliose of Captain Goddard 
and Mr. Thomas appear to have been taken at the lowest el)bs ol’Eijuiiioctial 
spring tides, which are gemn-ally much lower than the ordinary spring tides 
(hiring other part.s of thc yinu-; but a.s tlie.se Equinoctial tides happen only 
(luring six or eight days iii tlui year, tluy cannot be considered as aflecting 
llu; general /jt.nc.ss of the Harlioiir. 

The Rocks and Shoals mentioned l)y Captain Goddard and Mr. Thomas, 
were; always known, and tlio removal of them wa.s accordingly provided lor. 
In Mr. Rennie’.s lirst Estiniiite, dated March 9th, 1 810, then; is the followino- 
item ; “ To clearing points of Rock within the Hui l)oitr, £. 14,500.” Mis 
Evidence shows, the work of removing tlu;m is now going forward with 
complete success. 

Mr. Rennie’s evidence also show.?, tliat no lodgment of sand has taken 
place in the Harbour. 

Your Committee have the .satisfaction to be able to .state, that this 
Harbour has already afforded shelter, and has been the means of preserving 
many Ve.sSels from destruction. Mr. Aird .says, “ that during the last 
“ five years, and particularly the last tiirce years, when the Harbour began 
“ to a.ssume .something of a shape, I have’ been an eye-witncs.s to Vc.ssels 
“ of every description (three ma.sted Vessels excepted) finding perfect 
“ sludter in every succe.ssive gale of wind, and many of them of a greater 
“ draft of water than ten feet ; no serious accident has happened to any, 

“ cither in running for, or in the HaiRour; very few trifling injurie.s have 

been sustained, and what has, I have no hesitatioii in snying, liavc been 
“ all intireiy owing to inattention of either Ma.st.er or Crews.” 

A Letter 
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A Letter from Mr. Alrd, to one of the Commissioners ofHowtli Harbour, ./ti'pendir, 
in the Appendix to this Report, shows the number of vessels which have *5-) 
taken shelter in the Harbour, from January 1813 to January 1817. 

Your Committee find, that, much to the credit of Mr. Ronnie, the Appendix, 
expenses incurred in constructing this Harbour have not exceeded his 
estimates; and they have every reason to think, that the wliole work has been 
<?xecuted in the most scientific and most durable manner. 



Under all these circumstances, Your Committee Immbly conceive, that 
they may safely say, without incurring any risk of bring accused either of 
presumption or partiality, that there exists no foundation for the several 
rumours and statements which have of late been set .forth with considerable 
activity and confidence, with the view of making it appear that this Har- 
bour would not be a safe station for the Post Office Packets; on the con- 
trary, from all the documents which the Committee have Ijefore them, there 
seems to be no doubt that this Harbour will fully answer all the purposes 
which were held forth in the original Plan and Report delivered to the 
Committee in the year 1810. 

Your Committee therefore recommend, that as soon as Mr. Rennie shall 
report this Harbour to be fit to receive the Packets, that a trial shall be 
fairly made, whether or not it is preferable to the present Packet Station at 
the Pigeon House Dock. 



Your Committee beg leave to refer to the first part of Mr. Rennie's 
evidence, for the purpose of showing the progress of the new Pier Harbour 
at Holyhead; which appears to he nearly finished, and to have completely 
answered all the purposes expected from it. 



3 July 1817, 



LIST 
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1. — Txtrnfi of a T-ottri- Irom Pichnnl nriiliih, Esq. rlaU'cl Packet. Ofl'ice, Molylieati, 

i2.1ulyiSi5, to I'lancis I’re.eliiig, Esq- ------ P -33 

2. — Letter from Cnplaiii Xorris M. Coiirlard, dated llolyliead, lo .lidy iSi 3, to Uicliurd 

Grinilli, Esq. Holyliead - - - - - - - - ' l>-,'53 

3. — Letter from Sir Charles Coote, J 5 ari. doted niihlin, eplh July 1815,10 E. S. Lees, 

E.sq. |U'o Secretary, Ciciiei'ai Post Ofliee - - - - - - p-StJ 

4. — Letter from Sir Cliarles Coote, l>art,. dated Lomioit, Osborne’s Hotel, Ailelphi, 

j^iigList 28, 1815, to the Iviq'lil lioiioiirable 'i'lie Cluiiici'llor ol' the Exchequer, p.37 

5. — Letter from Cu|)taiii Jose[)h IJiuldarl, dated lli^hlmry Tcjrace, 51I1 October 1815, 

to tile Right lioiiotirahle 'I'lie Chancellor of llie Excliequer - - - p. 

6. — Letter from the Right honoiirahlc the l.'’,ari of Chicliester, dated Gciieml Post 

Ollicc, 30 October 2815, to the Lords Commissioners of tlie Treasury - p, 48 

7. — Letter from Mr. George 'I’homas, .Surveyor, dttlod Ilis Majesty’s surveying lirig, 

Investigator, olV TubJiii J-ighliioiisc, 29 October t8i(>, to Jolm Wilson 
Crolcer, Esq. - - - - - - - - - - -ji.qy 

8. — Letter from Mr. Jolm Aird to Henry Veo, Esq. Secretary to tlie Commissioners oi' 

Uowlh Harbour - - _ - _ _ _ - . - p. 30 

p. — Lettei' from Mr. George Thomas, .Surveyor, to Joim W'ilson Croker, Esip - p. 51 
10. — Aiiollier - - - - to - - - I )® - - 

n.—-ljetter.s from Mr. Jolm Aird, to Jolm iuimie, Esq, . _ « 1'- 5a 

12. — LetUir iVom John Rctuiio, Esq. to HctiryYco, - {>• fn'i 

[3. — Examination of John Rcimie, Esc|. 23 June 1817 ----- [1.50 

14. — A Siiitoiueiil of the Sums issued, iind of the Sums ex[)etiilec] nmh'r ih-.’ Act (.f tl'o 

451I1 of the King ; as also Sums granl<‘d, and :ht; Ex[ieti(hlnrc under the Ael nflim 
50II1 of the King, l)V the (.’omnii>siotii'is (<. ;-;iii ving ‘>11 ih.; ’'VmL;-: m 'imvili 
H arbour, iVoiii lii<‘ eonmieiieeitieiii theivof, ..1 :Iie ;,ili January 1 Si 7 • and ;,! ’owing 
the BalanecM'emainiiig (Jilt <>(' the Estiiiial' m (‘om[)l< ie ilm Works esLimaled 
by Mr. Rciiiiie ....... p_ (;,j 

15. — I.<:ti(T I'ruin M r. Jolm Aird, lo John Leslie Eoster, E q. - - • - p. <).1 

16. — O.ncrics Bcut hy Mr. John Aird lo tlie Committee, with his Answers - p, tiy, 
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APPENDIX. 



Appendix, No. 1. 

Extract of a Letter from Richard Griffith, Esq. to Francis Frc.cliiig, Esq. 

Packet Office, Holyliead, 12th July 1S15. 

I MMEDIATELY upon the receipt of your letter dated the 5th instant, 
relating to tlie Harbour at Howth, I communicated the subject-matter thereof 
to the .several captains of packets at Holyhead, and at tiie same time wrote to 
captain Goddard, who then happened to be in Dublin, requesting that he would 
immediately visit the Pier and Harbour at Howth, and make himself master of 
every circumstance relating thereto, and particularly whether the harbour is 
now ready as a packet station, and whether there are any and what objections, 
as far as the mails are concerned, to the packets going there ; and 1 further 
requested, that he would communicate with the resident engineer at Howth, 
in order that the fullest information might be laid before the meeting about to 
be convened by your order, for the purpose of considering the subject. Captain 
Goddard yesterday handed to me the inclosed letter (N“ 1.) which, together 
with your letter of the 5th instant, I this day laid before a meeting of the 
commanders of the packets, who all attended ; and they have desired me to lay 
before their lordships, the Post Master General, the following Resolutions, as 
their unanimous opinion upon the proposed Harbour at Howth ; viz. 

“ Resolved, That we deem it to be equally our duty and our interest to 
promote by every means in our power, the safe and expeditious conveyance of 
mails and pa.ssengers between Dublin and Plolyhead. 

“ That we severally have from time to time observed with attention, and 
considered the extensive works carrying on at Howth. 

“ Tliat we fully concur in the sentiments thereon expressed, in a letter from 
Captain Goddard to the agent, this day laid before us, by which it appears, that 
tile proposed harbour at Howth, instead of having been (as alleged) ready for 
two years past as a packet station, is not yet lit to receive packets, inasmuch as 
besides the generally unfinislied state of the harbour and works, there is at this 
moment at the very entrance between the piers, a considerable shoal, on wliich 
there is only 4 - feet d inche.s depth at low water spring tides ; and we feel it our 
duty to add, that we entertain strong apprehensions that Howth can never be 
made a safe and convenient harbour for packets. 

“ That we are of opinion, that as far as the mails are concerned, it would be 
unsafe, and nearly impracticable, to send them there in the present imperfect 
state of the works. 

“ And finally, That (on account of the circumstances set forth in the letter 
from captain Goddard, above alluded to,) we are of opinion, that the packets 
will not be able to sail out of Howth at all times of tide 



Appendix, No. 2. 

Copy of a Letter from Captain Norris M. Goddard to Richard Griffith, Esq. 

Agent at Holyhead. 

Sir, 

I HAVE to acquaint you, that I proceeded to Howth, according to the di- 
rections, contained in your letter of the 7th instant, and after having viewed 
the pier and its entrance, I thought it right to consider (whilst waiting for low 
water) in what manner tlie various winds and weather might operate on a 

vessel, 

• The original of the above resoliuions is in my office, signed by Captains Goddard, Skinner, 
Judd, Western, Davies, Stevens, and Rogers. 

459. I 
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